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Introducing Santa Clara County's Youth Poet Laureate Program 

SANTA CLARA COUNTY, CALIF. – The Santa Clara County Youth Poet Laureate Program is a new 
initiative offered by the Santa Clara County Library District, in partnership with Urban Word, the producer 
of the National Youth Poet Laureate Program and Movement. Starting December 2020, the Youth Poet 
Laureate program will begin a search for the county’s first youth laureate. 

This program celebrates youth voices that are committed to artistic excellence, civic engagement and 
social impact. Supported by Poetry Center San Jose, Silicon Valley Creates, the Poetry Coalition, the 
Academy of American Poets, the Poetry Society of America and numerous other local and national literary 
organizations, the goal is to elevate the role that youth poets play in enriching cultural lives and impacting 
change in every community. 

The Santa Clara County Youth Poet Laureate Program will include a series of writing workshops where 
youth will be paid a small allowance for the workshops they attend to work on their creative writing and 
poetry. They will be able to meet fellow youth poets and work with established poets and coaches on their 
performance skills. Students can apply to the program at the program’s website: sccyouthlaureate.com 

Information sessions on the program will be held online via Zoom from December through February,  in 
English and Spanish, for students, parents, guardians, and local school districts. 

A panel of esteemed judges will review all applications and select a number of finalists who will compete at 
an online Commencement Ceremony on May 1st, 2021. The panel of judges includes Santa Clara High 
School English Teacher Lindsey Couto-Mohamed, Poets and Artists Quynh-Mai Nguyen, Landon Smith, 
and Yosimar Reyes, Librarian Poliana Irizarry, and Santa Clara County Alternate Public Defender Sajid A. 
Khan. 

“Youth are a vulnerable population in this current era we are living in--they are the ones staying home to 
protect us and keep us safe from COVID-19, they are the ones working and contributing to our local and 
national economies as essential workers, they are at school and meeting with friends through a social 
media app or computer screen. So much has been taken from them, but their voices will remind us to give 
back to them what they give us: hope.”  – Janice Lobo Sapigao, 2020-2021 Santa Clara County Poet 
Laureate 

For more information and to apply, visit sccyouthlaureate.com
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